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April 17, 2012 

The President of the Supreme Court of Justice of Thailand 

6 Ratchadamnoen Nai Road, 

Prabarommaharatchawang, Phranakorn, 

Bangkok 10200 Thailand 

 

HE Ms Yingluck Shinawatra 

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand 

Government House 

Pitsanulok Road, Dusit District 

Bangkok 10300, Thailand 

 

Cc. Mr. Chaiyong SATJIPANON, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

Royal Thai Embassy, Korea 

653-7, Hannam-dong, Yongsan-gu, Seoul 140-210 

 

Your Excellency, 

On behalf of 800,000 members of Korean Confederation of Trade Unions, I am writing to you in connection with the 

upcoming trial and continued detention of Somyot Prueksakasemsuk who faces charges under lèse‐majesté law.  omyot 

is known well in Korean labour movement for his tireless work in establishing democratic labour movement and 

strengthening solidarity among workers in Asia. We are deeply concerned about misuse of lèse‐majesté law to repress 

voices from labour and social movement. 

We respectfully remind you that the United Nations Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups 

and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, 

adopted by consensus by the UN General Assembly on 9 December 1998, recognises the legitimacy of the activities of 

human rights defenders, their right to freedom of association and calls on States to ensure that they can carry out their 

activities without fear of reprisals. We believe the continuous abuse of the lèse‐majesté law is politically motivated and 

detrimental to the rebuilding of democracy in Thailand. Such laws have to be reviewed in accordance to international 

human rights standards.   

In this regards, we are call on the authorities in Thailand to drop all charges against against Somyot Prueksakasemsuk 

and release him immediately and unconditionally. We believe that this is a very basic step to restore and enhance 

freedom of expression and democracy in Thailand.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Kim Young-hoon 

 

 

President, Korean Confederation of Trade Unions 
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